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Cuts force 3 counties to merge legal aid offices 
 
Monday, January 27, 2003 
 
DETROIT -- Legal aid offices in Oakland, Macomb and Wayne counties will merge this 
spring to help offset federal budget cuts. 
 
The Legal Aid and Defender Association in Detroit, which has operated since 1909 and 
served nearly 15,000 clients last year, will take over the responsibility of all three offices. 
 
The Oakland Livingston Legal Aid office in Pontiac and Lakeshore Legal Aid in Clinton 
Township, which served more than 7,000 clients last year, will close. 
 
Area judges are worried that poor people will have to navigate the legal system alone. 
 
"We're very concerned about the representation of the poor and near poor in Oakland 
County," said Chief Oakland County Circuit Judge Joan Young. "More people will be 
representing themselves and they don't know the rules. 
 
Federal funding for the Michigan offices dropped because Census 2001 figures showed 
that poor people were moving out of state. Michigan lost $2 million from the Legal 
Services Corp., the federal agency that divvies up money for legal aid offices. 
 
The federal agency also decided to consolidate offices across the nation. By the end of 
April, Michigan's legal aid offices will shrink from 11 to five. 
 
But the Census data was gathered before the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, which contributed 
to an already-faltering economy and resulted in more needy residents. 
 
The agency will open an office in Pontiac, but will only have two attorneys and one 
paralegal. The Oakland office has operated for 44 years and had employed eight attorneys 
and two paralegals. 


